Knowing Subject Matters and How to Teach Them: 

Lauren Pate is a teacher candidate, one who brings intellectual strength and creativity to the lessons that she plans for her students.  Her unit plans provide evidence of the strength of her content knowledge, her willingness to seek out a wide variety of resources, and her understanding of young learners.  Lauren’s lessons consistently show the qualities of creativity and content richness.  

Lauren’s units are adapted to learners.  She prepares instruction and practice with the students in mind.  She takes into consideration learning modalities, thought processes and practice and application.  Objectives align with District and State Standards; lessons are hands-on and fun learning experiences for the children.   Where possible, Lauren has integrated subjects, which helps students understand that ideas and problem solving cross curriculum lines.

Active involvement in discovery learning was a consistent strategy, which Lauren planned into her units and lessons.  Whenever possible, children were working with their hands in order to explore and learn.  Lauren arranged for her students to skype with a classroom in Minnesota.  She contacted TWICE (Two Way Interactive Connection in Education) and used the technology staff at East Lansing Public Schools, to organize and implement this activity.  Her students wrote and performed a mystery for the classroom in Minnesota.  Both classrooms asked each other questions about their school and state.  

Working with Students and Managing a Classroom Learning Community: 

Lauren respects each of her students and values and respects their thinking.  She treats all students as capable of learning and helps them make connections between new content and prior knowledge. Very quickly, children learned that they could trust her fair-minded approach and understanding of their own specific problem or concern.  Lauren’s ability to bring students into the ‘Learning Community’ has students helping each other and striving to meet high expectations.  

Lessons keep all students involved and actively participating in the learning.  Lauren creates a safe, caring and productive environment in the classroom.  This classroom has a ‘welcome’ feel to anyone entering.   Students are actively engaged in learning. When there is a need, she works with children individually to help them understand how to resolve conflicts and how to work through and proceed when there is a difficulty, whether social or academic.  

Working and Learning in a School and Profession: 

During the internship year, Lauren completed four graduate level courses that support continued learning and instruction in the areas of Math, Literacy, Science and Social Studies. 

Her work in these courses always led to units that had the children in mind.  The units were always developmentally appropriate and met district standards.  

Lauren worked as part of a team.  Three teachers collaborated across classrooms.  Thus, as an intern, she worked in a team effort for students.  She experienced teaching Math, Social Studies and Science to three sets of students, which allowed her to tweak and polish lessons for each classroom.

Lauren is a professional Teacher.  She attended and participated in the regular Staff Meetings at the school and District Grade Level meetings and took advantage of Professional Development opportunities offered by East Lansing Public Schools and Michigan State University.   She is a regular participant in the Grade Level Collaborative Meetings that take place at Whitehills Elementary School and has been a contributing member of the CST,  (Child Study Team) where students identified as needing extra help in academics and/or behavior are discussed and ideas put forth about how to better support.  

I recommend that Lauren Pate be hired as a Teacher in your District.  Her work, enthusiasm for children, and willingness to learn, mark her as a professional.  Her love of learning and understanding of children will be an asset to the district that hires her.  The children in this room will be cared for and nurtured by this Teacher.  Her connection to and understanding of children will strengthen your Elementary Program.
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